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BLACK HISTORY MONTH

WHEREAS, Black History Month grew out of Negro History Week, which was established in
1926 by historian Carter G. Woodson of the Association for the Study of African American Life
and History; and in the earliest observances of Negro History Week, Dr. Woodson reported that
North Carolina was among a small number of states whose departments of education “sent out to
their teachers special appeals for cooperation in this important celebration; and

WHEREAS, Black people have played and continue to play significant roles in Carrboro’s
economic, cultural, spiritual, and political development; and

WHEREAS, Black leaders in Carrboro have included several elected officials, including
Alderman Braxton Foushee, Carrboro’s first Black elected official, who served from 1969 to
1981; Robert Drakeford, who served as alderman from 1975 to 1977 and as mayor from 1977 to
1983; Alderman Hilliard Caldwell, who served from 1981 to 1997; Alderman Henry “Hank”
Anderson 111, who served from 1993 to 1998; Alderman Joal Hall Broun, who served from 1999
to 2011 and currently serves as a district court judge for Orange and Chatham Counties;
Alderman Michelle Johnson, who served from 2011 to 2017; and Council Member Barbara
Foushee, who has served since 2017; and

WHEREAS, Black people have played leadership roles as employees of the Town of Carrboro,
including Richard Knight, Jr, who was the first Black person to serve as town manager from
1976 to 1980 and later became the first Black city manager of the City of Dallas, Texas; and

WHEREAS, Carrboro Poet Laureate Fred Joiner was selected as a Laureate Fellow of the
Academy of American Poets in 2019, one of thirteen poets of literary merit chosen from across
the United States to “enable them to undertake meaningful, impactful, and innovative projects
that engage their fellow residents, including youth, with poetry, helping to address issues
important to their communities, as well as create new work™; and

WHEREAS, the Carrboro Community Park was renamed the Henry Anderson 111 Park in honor
of the late Alderman Hank Anderson; Baldwin Park was named for Henry W. Baldwin, a local
Black community member and landowner; and Martin Luther King, Jr Park, which opened in
2020, features murals and plaques that honor Dr. King’s life and legacy; and

WHEREAS, the Town is proud to recognize and celebrate Black people and Black history in
Carrboro and across the nation during Black History Month; and

WHEREAS, the Town is committed to advancing racial equity and has recently taken several
actions in support of this commitment, including:

e joining the Government Alliance on Race and Equity (GARE) in 2018, and in 2019
establishing a Racial Equity Core Team of employees who are leading the way toward
equitable systems change across the organization;

o unveiling “truth plaques” at Town Hall and on the site of the former Freedmen’s School
on East Main Street to acknowledge the ties of the Town’s namesake to racial segregation
and other truths about Carrboro’s history;
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« adopting a resolution in June 2020 to advance racial equity in law enforcement and public
safety in Carrboro;

« adopting a resolution in support of reparations for Black Carrboro in October 2020;

e providing racial equity training for Town employees beginning in January 2021 and for
members of the Town’s advisory boards and commissions beginning in June 2021;

o establishing the Racial Equity Commission in January 2021,

o establishing the Community Safety Task Force in April 2021; and

« collaborating with the other jurisdictions in Orange County to develop the One Orange
Racial Equity Framework; and

WHEREAS, local celebrations of Black History Month this year will include a month-long youth
art exhibit on the Carrboro Recreation, Parks & Cultural Resources Department’s website and
daily trivia on the department’s Facebook page; an exhibition at the North Carolina Museum of
Art on February 2; a Black History Month—themed senior bingo event on February 3; a
storytelling and spoken word performance by award-winning artist Donna Washington on
February 6; a puppet show by local artist, performer, and educator Tarish Pipkins aka Jeghetto
on February 9; and a reenactment of one of Frederick Douglass’s last great speeches, “The
Lessons of the Hour,” followed by a panel discussion, cosponsored by the Town and the Orange
County Community Remembrance Coalition on February 10; and

WHEREAS, numerous other celebrations of Black History Month will occur around the
Triangle, a listing of which can be viewed at https://triangleonthecheap.com/black-history-
month/; and

WHEREAS, in May and June of this year, the Town will again partner with the Music Maker
Foundation to host the Freight Train Blues concert series in celebration of local music legend
and Grammy Award recipient Elizabeth Cotten;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Damon Seils, mayor of the Town of Carrboro, North Carolina, do
hereby proclaim February 2022 as Black History Month in Carrboro and encourage all residents
to participate in local Black History Month events and to learn about and celebrate the lives,
history, and contributions of Black people during this month and throughout the year.

This the 1st day of February, 2022.
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Damon Seils, Mayor
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