Proclamation
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

, since the beginning of Negro History Week in 1926 by noted historian Carter G. Woodson and
the subsequent expansion to Black History Month in 1976, February has been a time when the nation reflects
on the struggles and accomplishments of African Americans in the United States; and,

, North Carolina boasts many noteworthy names and places for Black History Month: the
unknown indentured servants who were free men and could vote in colonial times, soldiers who fought on
either side during the American Revolution, and men and women who offered resistance and fled to freedom
during antebellum times, or joined in the fight for freedom with the Civil War. Through the Civil Rights era to
modern times, North Carolina has mirrored or amplified the African American movements to freedom and
equality in the United States; and,

, the Black History Month 2025 theme, “African Americans and the Labor, focuses on the various
and profound ways that work and working of all kinds - free and unfree, skilled, and unskilled, vocational and
voluntary - intersect with the collective experiences of Black people”; and,

, Black people have played and continue to play significant roles in Carrboro’s economic, cultural,
spiritual, and political development; and,

, Black leaders in Carrboro have included several elected officials, including Alderman Braxton
Foushee, Carrboro’s first Black elected official, who served from 1969 to 1981; Robert Drakeford, who served
as alderman from 1975 to 1977 and as mayor from 1977 to 1983; Alderman Hilliard Caldwell, who served from
1981 to0 1997; Alderman Henry “Hank” Anderson III, who served from 1993 to 1998; Alderman Joal Hall
Broun, who served from 1999 to 2011 and currently serves as a district court judge for Orange and Chatham
Counties; Alderman Michelle Johnson, who served from 2011 to 2017; and Council Member Barbara
Foushee, who served from 2017 to 2023 and is now Carrboro’s first Black Woman Mayor; and,

, Black people have played leadership roles as employees of the Town of Carrboro, including
Richard Knight, Jr, who was the first Black person to serve as town manager from 1976 to 1980 and later
became the first Black city manager of Dallas, Texas; and Richard J. White, I1I, who served as town manager
from 2021 to 2023 and Patrice Toney, who is currently serving as town manager; and,

,the Carrboro Community Park was renamed the Henry Anderson III Park in honor of the late
Alderman Hank Anderson; Baldwin Park was named for Henry W. Baldwin, a local Black community member
and landowner; and Martin Luther King, Jr Park, which opened in 2020, featuring murals and plaques that
honor Dr. King’s life and legacy; and,

,the Town is proud to recognize and celebrate Black people and Black history in Carrboro and
across the nation during Black History Month; and,

,the Town is committed to advancing racial equity and has recently taken multiple actions in
support of this commitment, including:
¢ joining the Government Alliance on Race and Equity (GARE) in 2018, and in 2019 establishing a
Racial Equity Core Team of employees who are leading the way toward equitable system changes
across the organization;
e adopting the Carrboro Connects 2022-2042 Comprehensive Plan with race and equity as a
foundational theme;



e establishing a process in which the racial equity assessment lens or equity pocket questions
accompany Council Agenda Items to help provide a deeper awareness and guidance in decision
making and centering equity;

¢ adopting the first racial equity action plan (REAP) on November 29, 2023, which will weave equity
into Carrboro Town Government

e implemented The Carrboro Family Financial Assistance Program assisting Carrboro
families experiencing financial hardships with living essentials of housing, utilities,
transportation and childcare needs and internet services using ARPA funding;

e completing a disparity study that will inform changes to the Town's procurement policies to increase
opportunities for minority business enterprises;

e Unveiling of Historical Marker honoring Manly McCauley, Victim of 1898 Lynching

¢ developed the BIPOC Business opportunities partnership with Empowerment, Inc

¢ namingthe 203 S Greensboro Street facility the Drakeford Library Complex in honor of Carrboro’s
first black mayor, Robert Drakeford;

e engagingin adoor to door strategy concerning the Weatherization Program and Rogers Road
Sewer Extension Program to ensure lower income and Black homeowners, many of whom are
elderly, are aware of program and application assistance;

e every December 13" is designated as “Braxton Dunkin Foushee Day of Service” in Carrboro, on this
day the Town will encourage the residents of Carrboro to learn and reflect on Carrboro’s Black history
and perform an act of service for their neighbors or the community.

, celebrations of Black History Month including Town hosted events such as a Black History
Month Concert Series; a Black History Month speaker series, Virtual Youth Art Exhibit, “African Americans
and Labor” Evening with a focus on the U.S. South, labor environment justice and the Black Freedom
Struggle, poet’s open mic, Health & Wellness Fair, 28 days of Black history trivia, An Evening highlighting
civil rights history, Jeghetto in “Real American History: by Jim Crow the Puppet and much more; and,

,in May and June of this year, the Town will again partner with the Music Maker Foundation to
host the 10 Anniversary of the Freight Train Blues Friday concert series in celebration of local music legend
and Grammy Award recipient Elizabeth Cotten;

, numerous other celebrations of Black History Month will occur around the Triangle, alisting of
which can be viewed at https://triangleonthecheap.com/black-history-month/; and,

,learning about Black History is beneficial for everyone and helps to dissuade racism and is
relevant year-round.

I, Barbara M. Foushee, mayor of the Town of Carrboro, North Carolina, do hereby
proclaim February 2025 as Black History Month in Carrboro and encourage all residents to participate in
local Black History Month events and to learn about and celebrate the lives, history, and contributions of
Black people during this month and throughout the year.

This the 4% of February 2025
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