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COMMEMORATION OF HARVEY MILK

WHEREAS, Harvey Milk, one of the first openly gay elected officials in the United States, was born May 22, 1930, in Woodmere, New York; and 

WHEREAS, Milk knew he was gay by the time he attended Bayshore High School, where he was a popular student with wide-ranging interests, from opera to playing football; and

WHEREAS, Milk graduated from what is now the State University of New York in Albany in 1951, afterward he enlisted in the Navy. He attended Officer Candidate School in Newport, Rhode Island, and subsequently was based in San Diego, resigning in 1955 at the rank of lieutenant junior grade after being officially questioned about his sexual orientation; and

WHEREAS, he then was employed in a variety of positions, including as a public school teacher on Long Island, a stock analyst in New York City, and a production associate for Broadway musicals; during this time, he was also becoming more involved in politics and advocacy; and 

WHEREAS, in late 1972, Milk moved to San Francisco, where he opened a camera store on Castro Street in the heart of the city’s growing gay community; his store soon became a gathering spot for local LGBT activists due largely to Milk’s persona; and 

WHEREAS, after area merchants tried to prevent two gay men from opening a store, Milk and others founded the Castro Village Association, a first in the nation organization of predominantly LGBT businesses; along with the formation of the Castro Street Fair in 1974, the CVA served as a model for other LGBT communities in the United States; and

WHEREAS, during this time, Milk was appointed to San Francisco’s Board of Permit Appeals, and on his third try for elected office in San Francisco, Milk was elected in 1977 as a San Francisco City-County Supervisor; his election was a national and international story; and

WHEREAS, during his time in elected office, Milk advocated a broad agenda, not just focused on LGBT rights, but advocacy for other underrepresented and disenfranchised communities, supporting coalition building in these efforts; this quote is a fitting summary to what drove Milk’s passion for justice:, “It takes no compromise to give people their rights...it takes no money to respect the individual. It takes no political deal to give people freedom. It takes no survey to remove repression;” and
 
WHEREAS, a year after being elected, Milk and San Francisco Mayor George Moscone were brutally murdered on November 27, 1978, by George White, a former City Supervisor, setting off vigils across the city and the nation; and  

WHEREAS, Milk, having received several death threats, had recorded versions of his will to be read in the event of his assassination; on one of these tapes he said the following: “If a bullet should enter my brain, let that bullet destroy every closet door.”

NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that I, Lydia E. Lavelle, Mayor of the Town of Carrboro, do hereby declare Tuesday, November 27, 2018, the 50th anniversary of the death of Harvey Milk, as Harvey Milk Commemoration Day, and ask all Carrboro residents to reflect on, and carry on, Harvey Milk’s legacy.
This the 27th day of November, 2018


________________________________
Lydia E. Lavelle, Mayor
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